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BRIDGE / Charles Goren

/

A call for a redeal shuffled the standings

ent and by avoiding past errors

etes in its first tournam
ke pilt Cup victory in Louisville

The new North American International Te
Vander

—poor slam bidding and collapsing in the stretch—pulls off a stunning

re used to be places around Louis-
ville—and who knows, there still
may be—where it mattered a lot who
dealt the cards. It was a wise man who
watched how the deck was handled. and
a broke one who didn’t. This, of course,
could never apply in modern tournament
bridge, but nonetheless a call for a re-
deal was heard at Louisville’s Kentucky
Hotel early last Thursday morning.
What followed was a slam-filled climax
to one of the most exciting bridge cham-
pionships in recent memory, and a vic-
tory that may well have a bearing on who
wins the World Bridge Championship
in Italy next month.

The event in contention was the Van-
derbilt Cup teamchampionship. Itshould
have ended on Wednesday, but at 12:30
a.m. Thursday the two finalists—one,
comfortably ahead by 37 International
Match Points, led by Tobias Stone, and
the other, our 1966 North American In-
ternational Team—still had 18 hands to
go. While the competitors took a break
the few spectators on hand decided to
save a little time by shufiling and deal-
ing the last boards. Nothing in the rules
prohibits this. In fact, in many tourna-

ments the hands are predealt, sometimes
by computer. But when the North Amer-
ican team returned to the table its alter-
nate captain, Edgar Kaplan, announced
that he wanted the cards redealt. “*Are
you going to insult these people by in-
sinuating you don’t trust them?” de-
- manded Tournament Director Al Sobel.
- “No, I'm not,” replied Kaplan. “Just
~ tell them my players are superstitious.”

astounding rally as the Intc
‘Team, playing those redeal

ESE

and an

right kind on which to mount such a
r:flb. And perhaps it is a good omen that
it was on slam hands—the type on
which the Italians usually demonstrate
their superiority—that our International
squad piled up its heaviest swings. Of
five slam hands in this final session, one
was a standoff. but the other four re-
warded good, aggressive bidding by the
International Team. Involved in the ac-
tion were Stone and his teammates—
Ivan Erdos, Len Harmon, Billy Eisenberg
(a fifth member, Robert Goldman, sat
out)—against four of the six Internation-
al Team players, Lew Mathe, Robert
Hamman, Ira Rubin and Philip Feldes-
man (Sammy Kehela, their fifth, sat
out). The hand below is a sample of the
International Team’s aggressive play.
As the combined North-South hands
contained only 25 high-card points, it
was not particularly surprising that in
one room Harmon and Eisenberg decid-
ed to stop at six hearts. The Internation-
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al Team, howeyer, gota big break in the

bidding when Rubin elected not to open

with the South hand. This enabled him

to use a jump-shift response of three

hearts, showing a good suit and a maxi-

mum pass. Feldesman immediately vis-
valized a heart slam and his bid of
four clubs had a dual purpose. It would
give Rubin the opportunity to show any
;\rcfcmncc for spades, a development
that might have diminished North’s en-
thusiasm because of the danger of a
spade loser, and it would reduce the
chance of an opening club lead, which
might be fatal in six hearts.

The partnership uses Roman Black-
wood. which in this case worked out
just like regular Blackwood. After iden-
tifying two aces and a king, Feldesman
was able to bid a grand slam, since it
was a near certainty that South’s king
was in hearts, and it appeared the spade
suit could be used for any discards.

The play was straightforward, The
opening lead of the club King was taken
by the ace. After drawing trump, spades
were attacked and the third round
ruffed. The diamond ace and a diamond
ruff gave dummy the lead for another
spade rufl, and a trump lead to dummy
enabled South to discard his club losers
on the two good spades.

In the final surge, Mathe and Hams-
man, who played brilliantly throughout,
reached two excellent small slam con-
tracts that were missed by the Stone
team. In the hand at right Stone and
Erdos no doubt thought they had done
well when they scored 650 points. At
lh_eir table, West had opened the bidding
with one heart, North jumped to five
clubs, East doubled and Stone-Erdos

made an overtrick. But Mathe and Ham-
man did even better.

Mathe's weak two-bid on only a five-
card suit was unorthodox, but the vul-




ation was a factor. W
prability, S'hid in hearts. the su,th?:
ﬂof‘ West had overcalled, Mathe ot
Wwhi€ 4 the possxbxllty that North dig
sidere e good spade support but was
ot 8ted in one of the Mminor suits. He
int™ gve diamonds. When North re-

2 ¥is true intentions by bidding five
Mathe reasoned th_at if Hamman
spa sugSCSt a slam with no better
could o than the queen., he could hardily
oy rnOfe than a single loser outside

ve suit- He therefore went on to
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The North American teani’s come-

from-behind victory seems to me to be
a good omen, especially since it was
s ' achieved where we were previously weak
& against the ITtalians.

5 ! It is also meanlngful in another way_
% The defending champlon Italians are fa-
f]  mous for their fine performances in the
7 final sessions—just when, in recent years,
our own teams have faltered. Our trou-
ble in the past was that our nonplaying

to rely on two of them
crucial sessions, which
mto the finals w:th-‘ ;

captain could not feel equal confidence
in all three .of his pairs. He was iforced. 9
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